
 

 

BARBECUE SEASON 

‘Tis the season for barbecuing, please follow these guidelines 
for safety.  Keep the vent in the bottom of your charcoal grill 
partially closed to prevent small pieces of hot coals from falling 
through onto wooden boards.  You should also keep a can or pan 
under the vent to catch any grease that drops through so it does 
not stain the deck boards.  Never leave a grill unattended, wind 
can blow hot ashes and small hot coals out onto a deck or dry 
grass and start a fire.  NEVER dump your hot briquets/coals 
into your trash container or a cardboard box.  This is a sure way 
to start a fire!  Be sure your grill is out away from the house.  
Never grill in a garage, or under an overhang.  If the coals are 
spattered with grease and flame up, you could start a fire.  Da-
kota Ridge residents:  Always be sure your grill is well over 4 
feet from the vinyl siding.  The heat from the grill will cause the 
siding to meltdown and sag.   If this happens you will be held 
responsible for the replacement of the siding. 

 
Restricted watering hours began 1 June.  Please observe  the fol-
lowing guidelines for all housing occupants:  Odd numbered 
units can water on odd-numbered days, and even-numbered 
units can water on even-numbered days.  No watering is allowed 
on the 31st of any month.  No watering is allowed between 0900 
and 1800.  Because of the liberal schedule, waivers to water at 
other times will not be granted.  The watering schedule will be 
monitored.  Flagrant violators could lose their housing privi-
leges.  For those who live in Dakota Ridge you will receive a 
fine from Rapid City if caught watering out of turn.  Since we 
receive our water from Rapid City, we observe the same sched-
ule as they do. 

 

                          WATERING HOURS 

 

TORNADO SEASON 

This is the time of year when tornadoes could develop.  Here are 
some helpful hints/guidelines to follow.  Teach all family mem-
bers procedures to follow when tornado watches or warnings are 
issued.  TORNADO WATCH:  Weather conditions are favor-
able for tornado formation.  Listen to the radio or television for 
current weather bulletins.  TORNADO WARNING:   A tornado 
has been sighted or spotted on radar.  The warning signal is a 
steady 3 to 5 minute siren tone.  Take cover immediately.  Lo-
cate a safe place in or around your house to use as a tornado 
shelter.  A basement offers the best protection.  Stay away from 
windows and get under a heavy workbench, furniture, or stairs.  
If a basement is not available, seek protection under heavy furni-
ture or mattresses near an inside wall in the house.  At work, 
know where to seek cover in the building you work in.  In a pub-
lic place, such as the mall or other buildings, stay away from 
glass.  Move to inner hallways or archways that offer some pro-
tection from falling debris or collapsing walls.  In a vehicle, do 
not try to outrun a tornado.  Park the vehicle and seek shelter in 
a nearby building.  If no building exists nearby, lie down in a 
ditch or ravine and cover your head.                                                                                                        
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“Keep your standards high and you’ll 
always be the best at what you do.” 
MB 
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ENJOY SUMMER,  BE SAFE,  USE SUNSCREEN 



 

Inside Sto ry H eadlin e  

THANKS FOR YOUR HELP AND SUP-
PORT! 

We’ve had several calls and complaints that “the refuse contractor isn’t picking up my stuff”,  when in reality the fault was not with 
the refuse contractor, it was with the occupants not following their guidelines given to them in the brochure with their assignment 
package.  Also some occupants are improperly disposing of stuff in dumpsters around base.  Here are the guidelines, PLEASE 
READ AND  HEED: 

1) Yard waste MUST be in the brown “RALF” bags, and will be picked up on the occupants recycling day.  Items must be placed 
directly in the RALF bags, not in plastic bags inside RALF bags. “RALF” bags may be picked up at Black Hills Hardware. 

2) Items placed in the garbage can MUST be bagged and tied.  We’ve had some serious problems with debris blowing around the 
base due to “loose” garbage thrown in the cans, and with the winds that are common here, it doesn’t take much to litter up the 
base. 

3) Bulk items less than 6 ft and/or 200 lbs. can be placed curbside on the occupants REFUSE pick-up day.  This includes couches, 
beds, and appliances that do not contain freon.  The occupants “word” that a freon containing appliance has been purged is not 
adequate.  If the appliance had freon in it at some point, it must be carried to the Transfer Station and the $22 fee must be paid 
for disposal.  Additionally, bulk items exceeding the size limitations must be carried to the transfer station as well.  There are no 
parameters in this contract for special curbside pick-up, as the base decided that with having the transfer station right here on 
base, and the cost we pay for that service, the occupant can find a way to get items to the centralized transfer station or take it to 
the landfill yourselves. 

4) Trash cans MUST be accessible to the refuse trucks from the street. If there is a vehicle blocking access to your can, the contrac-
tor IS NOT required to get out and move the can so that he can access it.  The contractor has been doing this out of good faith, 
and when the can is put back down, it doesn’t get placed back where it was.  We’ve had complaints that “my trash can got 
dumped and then placed in the middle of my driveway.”  This would not happen if the can was accessible to the contractor from 
the street.  If the car can’t be moved, then put the can on the street behind/in front of, the vehicle. 

5) Cardboard boxes should be broken down flat for disposal, not stacked 5 ft high at the curb. 

6) Unfortunately, there are no provisions for “office paper” in housing, and office paper should not be placed in blue bags with 
other recyclables. While the base greatly appreciates the effort on the part of some housing occupants to recycle everything 
possible, there are only 2 options for disposing of office paper (bills, shredded documents, etc.): 

              a.  Take them to a white recycle dumpster anywhere on base.  If using this option, the paper should be placed in clear bags 
rather than blue bags or opaque (brown) bags. 

              b.  Throw away the office paper in your refuse. 

 

DOGS 

Just a reminder!  Several dogs are being observed roaming loose, with no one being in control of them.  The 2nd page of Chapter 5 
in the housing brochure states, “WHEN OUTSIDE YOUR HOME, PETS MUST BE UNDER THE DIRECT SUPERVISION OF 
AN INDIVIDUAL CAPABLE OF CONTROLLING THEM.”  Dogs and cats may roam unsupervised only within a fenced enclo-
sure as long as the fence is adequate to prevent the animal from escaping or attacking people or other animals outside the fence.   

UNATTENDED PETS MAY NOT BE LEFT OUTSIDE ON A CHAIN OR LEASH OUTSIDE OF A FENCED AREA. 

Another reminder!  When taking your pets for a walk, be sure to carry a “pooper scooper”  and a bag with you.  When your pet defe-
cates, pick it up and take it with you to dispose of properly.  DO NOT leave it in someone’s yard, on the sidewalk, or in the com-
mons area.  BE RESPONSIBLE!   

During the summer and hot weather, be sure your pet has adequate shelter (shade), and plenty of food and water.                               

REFUSE AND RECYCLING 
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TASTELESS TENANT 
 
Our tasteless tenant(s) for this month 
are those whose actions reflect an indif-
ference to his neighbors and contempt 
for housing and environmental rules.  
The Ellsworth Family Housing Bro-
chure states that “pouring engine oils, 
engine coolants, car grease, and other 
similar products into the plumbing or 
storm drainage system, on the ground, 
or in the trash is prohibited.  Our taste-
less tenant(s) didn’t bother to use any 
catch containers or worry about pets 
(antifreeze is poisonous to pets) or 
small children coming in contact with 
the spillage. 
 
We all need to maintain our automo-
biles while being good stewards of our 
government housing.  The auto hobby 
shop is available for those who wish to 
perform such work themselves. 

 

SNAKES 

Parents are reminded to caution their 
children about the possibility of rattle-
snakes in the housing areas.  If a snake 
is detected, please call Pest Manage-
ment at 385-2521.  Snakes like tall 
grass, keeping the grass mowed helps 
deter snakes. 

 

 

SKUNKS 

Keep your garage doors closed when 
not in use to prevent skunks from enter-
ing your garage.  Skunks are prevalent 
and are known to have or carry rabies.  
Stay alert and be cautious. 

 
PLAYGROUNDS 
 
If you see equipment on the playgrounds 
that needs repair, call the Housing Main-
tenance Contractor at 923-5808. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DGR SERVICES 
 
If you have any comments, questions, or 
complaints regarding the Family Hous-
ing Maintenance Contractor’s services, 
please contact the Housing Facilities 
Section at 385-2530.  Housing Facility 
personnel will validate any complaints. 

Base residents may park RVs in their driveway providing sufficient space remains in the driveway to 
park all of their cars.   Neither cars nor RVs may block sidewalks or other persons driveways.  If there is 
not enough space to park both RVs and vehicles in the driveway, then RVs must be stored until intended 
for use.  Residents must maintain the ability to park all vehicles off the street at all t imes to 
accommodate base snow removal equipment and storm clean-up vehicles.   RV storage is available on 
base through Outdoor Recreation, 385-2997.  Dakota Ridge residents must follow RV procedures 
established by Rapid City ordinance stating that boats and other recreational vehicles are permitted on 
the street or driveway no more than 72 hours.   

WADING POOLS 

Only aboveground wading in unattended pools.  The maximum 
size is 10 feet in diameter, 1 foot deep, and should be emptied 
when not in use.  Lawns will be restored to original condition 
when the pool is removed.  It is suggested you contact the Base 
Legal Office regarding liabilities before installing a pool. 

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE PARKING  
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3025 Lincoln Drive 
Ellsworth AFB, SD   57706 
Phone: 605-385-2574 
Fax: 605-385-4132 
                                    


